Bearded Dragon
Name: Matilda
Age: 5
Originates from: Australia
Habitat: Desert, dry forest and scrubland
Eats: Salad, fruit, veg, small insects and creepy crawlies
Lifespan: usually 8-12 years if kept well, 5-8 years in the wild
Care in captivity: large vivarium 5ft if possible.  Needs ultra-violet light and a basking spot between 30-35 degrees.  Cool end of tank should be about 21 degrees.  Need to feed a variety of fruit, veg, salad + crickets, worms, locusts + calcium supplement.
Do they make a good pet?  They are sociable and very interesting animals and a good reptile for beginners as they don’t require such precise conditions as some other lizards.  Expensive to set up, but relatively inexpensive to keep.  When something goes wrong, it is best to consult a specialist reptile vet which may involve travelling and treatment can be expensive.
If somebody had one once, but it died, say: ‘Oh dear, that’s sad’!
Can feed mini mealworms when working 15-20 per day
Has a big beard under her chin that she can puff up if she gets cross or scared.  Also puffs up her body, makes herself look like a dinner plate, spikes go rigid, to try and scare predators off.  Can also bob head.
Men are bigger than the ladies
Reptile so likes to laze around in the sun to soak up heat.  Can regulate body temperature by changing colour slightly – darker shade when cooler.  Colour change can also be an indicator of mood.
Like to climb.  Has big claws and a long tail to help them.
Can run almost 10 miles an hour
Australia made it illegal to export any wildlife in the 1960s.  It is believed that all bearded dragons found outside Australia were smuggled out from 1970s – 1990s.  Breed easily in captivity and are now a popular pet.


Giant Millipede
Name: Alice (but Alice is a boy)
Age: ?  at least 3 years
Originates from: Africa
Habitat: Rainforest generally, but people who have been to Africa will tell you they are everywhere, all over the pavements etc.  Like a warm environment, but not too dry.  Need moisture.
Eats: Rotting fruit and veg
Lifespan: can live over 7 years
Care in captivity: Needs a tank with fairly deep soil as they like to burrow.  Need a heat mat as they need to be kept at 24 – 27 degrees.  Spray with water every day.  Feed with fruit, veg, salad
Do they make a good pet? Don’t take up to much space, not expensive, easy to look after.  Mainly active at night.
Usually have between 100 and 400 legs.  This one has around 180.  4 legs for each body segment.  As they grow bigger they grow more segments therefore more legs.  As they grow they moult.
Can grow upto 12 inches long – one of the largest millipedes in the world.  There are around 6500 species
Can excrete a foul smelling liquid from bottom from a special ‘stink’ gland.  Defense against predators.  Liquid is not harmful to humans, but can stain your hands!  Have a bit of kitchen roll ready in case!  Does not happen often!  The millipedes cousin, the centipede, has some species that are much more dangerous with a venomous bite.







Australian Green Tree Frog/White’s Tree Frog
Native to Australia and New Guinea
Widespread in most parts of Australia, and one of the most common types of pet frog
Doesn’t live in or near water, but in the tree canopy
Can grow to almost 12cm, live for up to 16 years
Colour can range from vivid green, to a dark olive green
Eats insects, we feed mainly crickets
Tadpoles can grow up to 10cm before they change
Can climb smooth surfaces by clinging on with their belly skin and toe pads.
Can scream to startle predators
[bookmark: _GoBack]Air temperature 18-24 degrees Celsius
