
Woody and friends - the Stick 

Insects 

 
Species: 
Metallic Stick Insects (Achrioptera Fallax) 

Habitat:  
Stick insects come from sub-tropical regions which have a high 

humidity (temperate and air moisture). Metallic Stick Insects come 

from Africa and Madagascar. 

 

How we look after our pet 
The Stick family all live in a tall plastic faunarium. A faunarium is an 

enclosure specific to housing insects and minibeasts. It has a 

vented lid and tall sides so that the insects can climb and hang to 

shed their outer skin (exo-skeleton). They need the environment to 

be warm (slightly higher than the average room temperature) and 

humid (moist), so we have to keep their enclosure misted with water 

once or twice a day. 



 

Food:  
Stick insects love blackberry bramble and will use the stems to 

climb whilst they eat the sticks. They drink from the water droplets 

that form on the sticks after the tank has been misted with water. 

 

Characteristics:  
Stick insects are amazing to look at, as they look so like the stems 

of their bramble that it is hard to spot them. Not only do they look 

like sticks, they will freeze or stand so still that you could easily 

mistake them for sticks or twigs. 

 

Why we love Bea, Rea and Tea?  
The Stick family are really popular with children and adults. People 

find it hard to believe that they are actually insects, and everyone 

loves to watch them walk gently across their hands. The female 

Stick insects are brown and green and when adults have stumpy 

red wings, but cannot fly. Males are bright blue/turquoise in colour. 

Our story: 

The Stick crew came to join Lynn at Lion Learners in May 2019 as 

unwanted pets. They are fragile and sadly some of Woody’s friends 

had already lost one of their front legs. Young stick insects can 

grow their legs back, but once they are adults, they are unable to 

re-grow the limb. 

Stick insects can be a good beginners pet, as they are easy to handle 

and relatively low maintenance. If they are looked after well, they can 

live for up to 12 months. 



 

 


