
Pinky and Perky - Fancy Rats 

 
Species  
Pinky and Perky are domesticated fancy rats (Rattus norvegicus 

domestica). Pinky is an albino / red eyed white and perky is the 

black and white. 

 

Habitat:  
Fancy rats are totally domesticated, but of course related to the wild 

rat and therefore need lots of tunnels, hides, and climbing and 

digging opportunities. This is why our pet rats have lots of toys 

within their cages.  

 

How we look after Pinky and Perky 
The boys are still young and need a lot of space to climb, hide and 

run. They have a large wire cages with wooden platforms to rest on 

and chew! They have hanging fleece tubes and hammocks, so they 

they can play and sleep in warmth and comfort. 

 

Food:  
Rats are actually omnivores, meaning they will eat vegetables and 

meat, in the form of insects, but pet rats can easily become 

overweight and we therefore have to be careful to offer a balanced 



diet, but one that is not too high in fat, or indeed sugary treats. They 

love to forage for their food and to hunt for it, so food is hidden in 

little tubes, in boxes filled with compost, or hanging from their cage, 

so that they have to work to find and eat the treat. 

 

Characteristics:  
The boys are extremely playful and love human company. They like 

to sit on Lynn’s shoulder and nestle under her hair. 

 

Why we love Pinky and Perky?  
Pinky and Perky are really sweet. They come running to the front of 

the cage when they know they are coming out to play. They love a 

head or tummy rub, and will sit chattering, or simply fall asleep on 

our shoulder. 

 

Our Story 

Pinky and Perky came to live with Lynn at Lion Learners from a 

breeder, who was struggling to cope with the number of rats in his 

home. Since arrival, they have become very confident and friendly.  


