
Mr Tickle 

 
Species  
Giant African Millipede (Archispirostreptus gigas)  

Habitat:  
In the wild, the Giant African Millipede can be found in tropical areas 

of the African rainforest. They love warm, dark and damp places to 

curl up and hide. 

 

How we look after our pet 
Mr Tickle has an enclosure that is twice his length, so that he can 

get enough exercise. His enclosure contains rotting vegetation, bark 

and leaves along with his half coconut shell, which is his favourite 

place to hide. His substrate is a source of food, as well as bedding 

for him to burrow. His enclosure is kept warm (around 25C / 75F) 

and sprayed with water to provide the right humidity. 

 

 



Food:  
Mr Tickle is a detritivore - meaning he feeds on dead and decaying 

organic plant matter, such as leaves and bark. Mr Tickle also likes 

his vegetables, such as cucumber, lettuce and kale. 

 

Characteristics:  
Mr Tickle is on the large size for a Giant Millipede, currently about 

25 centimeters (ten inches) long. He has around 250-300 legs, and 

a segmented body. Mr Tickle is docile, doesn’t mind being held and 

will tickle as he walks on your hands. Mr Tickle is around a year old, 

and could live for seven to ten years. 

 

Why we love Mr Tickle::  
Mr Tickle is a friendly and docile Giant Millipede. He can be shy at 

times, curling up in an attempt to hide but it doesn’t usually take him 

long to uncurl and begin investigating as he is really nosy and likes 

to see what is going on. 

 

Mr Tickle’s Story 

Mr Tickle, along with Buzz, is one of the few animals that Lynn 

owns that wasn't from rescue. He came to live with Lynn in 

November 2018.  Giant African Millipedes tend to be good 

beginners pets, as they are docile and low maintenance. However, 

they need to be kept in an appropriate sized enclosure and may 

need additional heat, if they are not kept in a warm room. Anyone 

wanting to keep a pet millipede should also be prepared to look 

after them for 7-10 years. 


