
Speedy, Turbo and Friends

 
Species  
Giant African Land Snail (Achatina fulica)  

Habitat:  
The Giant African Land Snail is native to East Africa and can be 

found in warm, moist areas. They love warm, dark and damp places 

and are mainly active at night (nocturnal). 

 
How we look after our pet 
We live in a large glass tank that sits on top of a vivarium to keep 

warm. The Tank has a deep layer of peat free compost for us to 

burrow, and bark pieces and hides to climb. Our tank is misted with 

water twice per day, which is great as it feels like it is raining.  

 

Food:  
Herbivore - feeding on vegetation. They like salad and fruit. They 

love cucumber! They also have cuttlefish bone to ensure that they 

get enough calcium to help their shell grown nice and strong. 



 

Characteristics:  
Speedy, Turbo and friends are still only young, but can grow up to 

20cm in length (almost 8”).  The main body part of a snail is called 

‘the foot’, this is muscular and slimy to help them move around. 

Their hard spiral shell is used for protection and to hide in, when 

scared, or asleep. Turbo is an albino snail, so his body is all white. 

On their head they have two two long tentacles with eyes on top, 

and two shorter tentacles for feeling their way around. Their mouth 

has a rough like tongue for scraping at their food before eating. 

They are docile and very nosey, so will gladly sit and slide across 

your hand, if you don’t mind a bit of slime! 

 

Why we love Speedy and Turbo:  
Speedy, Turbo and Friends are fascinating to watch as they slide 

around the tank, popping their eye stalks in and out explore. 

 

Our Story 
We came to live with Lynn in February 2019, we love our new glass 

tank, we can climb the sides to look out at people admiring us. 

African Land Snails make quite good pets, they are interesting to 

watch and quite low maintenance. However, they are illegal in some 

countries, it is illegal to release them into the wild in the UK, as they 

are very invasive and can have a negative effect on UK agriculture 

and UK species. Since they are hermaphrodites (meaning both 

male & female), eggs can be laid by either gender. These have to 

be frozen to to avoid accidental wild release. 


