
ZENA AND ZELDA 

 

WHAT AM I? A Giant African Millipede 

 

WHERE WOULD YOU FIND ME LIVING IN THE WILD? 

 On the Rainforest floors in Africa 

 

HOW DO YOU LOOK AFTER ME AS A PET? 

 I live in a tank with lots of deep soil and bits of 
bark which is kept warm and wet. Then every 
day we get sprayed with water and we pretend 
that it is raining 

 

WHAT DO I LIKE TO EAT? In the wild we like to eat the rotting wood and 

any bits of leaves of fruit which have fallen 
from the trees. As a pet we get fed bits of 
cucumber, tomato and apple, or any soft bits of 
fruit and vegetables. 

 

WHAT DO I LOOK LIKE? We have a long shiny body which feels hard 

just like your finger nail does and we have lots 
and lots of legs. Some people think we have a 
million legs but we don’t – we have around 
250 little legs 

 

WHY DO WE LOVE THEM? We love watching all their little legs working 

together to see them walking along the floor 
like the Mexican Wave 



 

MY STORY Hello, our names are Zena and Zelda and we 

live at Lion Leaners in Barnsley. Zena is the one 
which is slightly smaller and more confident 
Zelda is a little bigger. We love to tickle 
everyone we meet by walking along hands with 
all our feet some people say it feels like Velcro 
but that is just us using our legs to help us grip 
on, so we don’t fall off. We like to sleep 
together under our coconut hide during the 
day as we are nocturnal  

 


