Boris

Species

Habitat:

How we look after
our pet:

Food:

Characteristics:

Why we love Boris:

Madagascar Hissing Cockroach

From the island of Madagascar. Lives on the
rainforest floor, hiding amongst the leaves.

A tank with plenty of soil and bark. A heat mat
underneath the tank and sprayed with water
everyday to keep warm and damp.

Plants. Fruit, vegetables, leaves.

Hard, shiny, brown body. 2 long antennae. Can
grow upto 7cm. Males have horns. Can make
a loud hissing noise by pushing air out of their
breathing holes.

Although his feet feel sticky he is very gentle
when he crawls along your hand. We also love
the noise he makes, he can be very loud!



Boris’s Story

Boris and Boris often catch people pulling ugly faces at first sight of them, but
they will soon win you round! These Madagascar Hissing Cockroaches are not
a pest species, they live in the rainforest, and are perfectly harmless. They

don’t bite, sting or fly, and cannot be compared to other kinds of cockroaches

which might have made their way in to your hotel room in the past!

They are easy to hold, they just feel a bit sticky, as they’re good at holding on.
They can make a loud hissing noise, which they do by pushing air through their
spiracles (breathing holes). You won’t often hear Boris or Boris hiss though;

they’ve got a bit too friendly.




